Friends of Deerfield Island Park
January 2021 Newsletter
Happy New Year to All our Neighbors
and Supporters.
We hope to see you on the island in
2021.
There will be no meeting in January.
Our next meeting is scheduled for
Friday, February 12. More information
will follow.

A Message from The President
Although we have not been able to enjoy our unique
island since February of last year, it still holds a
special place in many of our hearts. The park staff
has been maintaining the island and the gopher
tortoises. Once the pandemic is behind us, there is
much to look forward to, but perhaps this is a fitting
time to look back at all the ways we have helped to
improve the park.

Helene Wechterman
Our fund-raising efforts have been very successful. Thanks to donors such as JM Family
Enterprises, Lowe's, Claire Friedlander Family Foundation, and many other lifetime and
patron supporters, we have been able make many additions to the park.

Wingspan Exhibit

Tony the Tortoise

Ambassador Kiosk

Presenting a donation from JM Family to the Broward County Dept.
of Parks and Recreation for an ADA Compliant Walkway,

Our community outreach and involvement has brought record numbers of new visitors and
attention to the park resulting in more Parks department funding and ultimately (along
with funding from F.I.N.D) a much anticipated rebuilding of the beautiful mangrove
boardwalk. (See below)

Pioneer Days Participation

New Signage at Sullivan Park

Receiving "Best Friends" Award

Coastal Cocktails 2019

Ira Giving Powerpoint
Presentation

Public Tours

Mangrove Boardwalk
Thanks to the Broward Department of
Parks and Recreation and the Florida Inland
Navigation District for the replacement of
the beautiful 1/2 mile Mangrove Boardwalk
that was completed this year. The original
boardwalk was destroyed in 2005 due to
Hurricane Wilma. The Friends group looks
forward to helping the Parks department
share this wonderful addition with the
public as soon as the park reopens.

Friends of Deerfield Island Park (FODIP)

Formed in March 2015
We are dedicated to preserving and protecting our unique
green island as a natural habitat for native plants and for the
island’s animal inhabitants. We have been approved by the IRS
as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization for this purpose.
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