Friends of Deerfield
Island Park
April 2021 Newsletter
Save the Date: Our next Board/Members Zoom Meeting
will be on Friday, April 9 10:00 am
Watch your email for a link to the meeting
Clean-Up at Deerfield Island Park Marina Entrance

The Parks Department has been busy
cleaning up the entry to the marina. Can
a Park opening be far behind? Let's hope.

Did You Know?
Gopher Tortoise Day is Sat. April 10
Five years ago the Gopher Tortoise Council
declared April 10 as Gopher Tortoise Day. This day was proclaimed to
celebrate all things gopher tortoise, giving one of Florida’s most important
reptiles a much-deserved bask in the sunlight and to help celebrate and raise
awareness for this native tortoise species.
Here in our 67 Florida counties, we generally will locate these gopher tortoises
in a habitat such as scrub, pine flatwoods, and coastal dune. The sandy soils
are suitable for nesting and digging… sound like Deerfield Island Park?? Yes.
They are protected by Florida State Law and under the FWC guidelines their
status has been listed as a threatened species. Deerfield Island Park was
designated as an official Gopher Tortoise refuge in 1983 and then recertified in
2012. This means that this “land only” tortoise and their habitats are a primary
consideration when making decisions about the island. At last count, Broward
Park’s Dept. researchers identified approximately 32 tortoises and 65
burrows. These burrows can be as deep as 12 feet and 32 feet long. The
occupancy and abandonment of such burrows are influenced by environmental
factors and breeding season. This "keystone" species is known for sharing
their shelters with a variety of over 200 species. The burrows provide safety as
well as protection from predators, hurricane, fires, etc. So, if the gopher
tortoise disappears…so do many other species that depend on this generous
reptile.
Their diet consists generally of grasses, low herbs, wild fruits and berries. They
spend 80% of their day burrowing; then leave to forage and bask as
conditions allow. Life expectancy is known to be extremely high; from 40-60
years.
Due to the temporary closure of DIP, I like to imagine these Gopher Tortoises

on the island are having a “party” without those humans walking and gawking
around.
As a good steward of our community and a “friend” of Deerfield Island Park we
can all begin with today’s awareness and then move forward at our own pace
with aiding our long-lived gopher tortoises and their shrinking habitats.
Submitted by Karen Hutson
Here are some of our island's inhabitants

P.S. A new survey taken the week of March 22 revealed 50 active Gopher Tortoise
burrows. That doesn't necessarily mean that there are 50 tortoises. Some may use more
than one - a vacation burrow - but they don't share.

Beauty and Nature in Our Own
Backyard
by Diana R. Lopez

Recently I had the distinct pleasure of accompanying Helene and Ira Wechterman, both
experienced kayakers, on my first kayaking trip behind Deerfield Island Park. My
neighbor, Kathy Barlow, generously lent me the use of her kayak for this adventure. If you
have never seen the backside (west) of Deerfield Island, you have missed something very
special, for it is here, in this hushed sanctuary that the current slows to a lazy river pace,
where the water and atmosphere are quiet, peaceful and serene and where the narrow
span between Royal Palm and Deerfield Island is all embracing and where one is magically
transported into and through a private oasis. One quickly realizes that here, in this subtropical paradise, the flora appears less dense and not as dominated by the towering,
invasive Australian Pine. A variety of other types of trees and underbrush thrive and
flourish and command one’s attention.
At low tide, this shallow, northern coastline permits one a peek at intermittent, narrow
stretches of sandy beach. Overhanging, low-lying branches provide ideal roosts for a
variety of paired-off water birds, such as the pair of statuesque Yellow-crowned night
heron that perch motionless and unblinkingly before us. This pair is waiting for its next
meal to appear, content to be patient, but ready to pounce into action on a split second’s
notice.
Easily distinguished by its smooth, purple-gray colors, sharp black and white face and
long, yellow plumes that elegantly adorn the crown of its head, the Yellow-crowned night
heron often frequents shallow waters where it stalks its prey in a hunched-over posture. It
forages 24/7 and especially favors small fish and crustaceans. The Yellow-crowned night
heron, along with the Black-crowned night heron, are the only two species of night herons
found in North and South America.
At the peak of the incoming tide on the northwestern coast of the Island there is a very
special treat in store where an even greater variety of water birds can be seen. Paddling
beneath the new Mangrove Walkway, one is ushered into a lagoon cathedral. Having
drifted within its arbored walls, I cease my paddling and sit in hushed silence. Helene, Ira
and I are hardly alone; branches are populated with water birds of all colors, sizes and
shapes. Before me, encircling this lagoon are numerous ibis as well as great blue herons.
It is both surreal and ethereal, and I am engulfed by beauty and a profound sense of
serenity and peace. It has the feel of being a sacred place and witnessing it is tantamount
to having a religious experience.
Helene and Ira have shared such a gift with me, one that I never expected to experience
or witness. There is a wealth of wildlife in our own backyard if one chooses to explore it

and partake of its beauty.

Yellow crowned night heron

In the Mangrove Lagoon
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Formed in March 2015
We are dedicated to preserving and protecting our unique
green island as a natural habitat for native plants and for the
island’s animal inhabitants. We have been approved by the IRS
as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization for this purpose.
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