Friends of Deerfield
Island Park
October 2021 Newsletter
Our next meeting: Thursday, October 14 at 10:00 am.
(Meetings have been changed from Friday to Thursday.)
Watch for a Zoom link to the meeting

News and Events
What if you scheduled a Coastal Cleanup...... and no
one came ?
It would still be a fun
morning because members of
FoDIP and Broward Parks
staff got to be together on a
beautiful day.
One FoDIP Member, Merryl
Kafka, actually came by in
her kayak and collected about
a pound of trash. Thanks
Merryl.

And thanks to FoDIP
members, Helene Wechterman, Phylis Philipson, Diana Lopez, Mel and Phyllis Nass who
came to help with registration; and to Broward Parks staff Patty, Doug, Holly, Carlos, and
Shivlini who set everything up.

Our Island Park is Close to Opening !!!
Electrical repairs have been completed and the Parks department is readying the island for
visitors. Here are some photos that were take on a preliminary visit to the island.
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Gopher Tortoises: An Update on Their Health
South Florida abounds in wonderful resources, both natural ecosystems and scientific
institutions. Its productive and beautiful ecology, namely the expansive everglades, found
nowhere else in the world, and the wealth of medical, scientific and educational
institutions make Florida a hub of exploration on many fronts.
One such Institution in our own backyard, in Boca Raton, is Florida Atlantic University
(FAU); an institution dedicated to education, science, and health, with two fairly new
additions; the Schmidt College of Medicine and the Schmidt School of Science.
Researchers at FAU’s Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute (celebrating its 50th year of
operation) and the Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College, assessed the health of two local
populations of gopher tortoises; one population in Fort Pierce and the other in Loggerhead
Park in Juno Beach. Hmmmm. I wonder if they are aware of our population right here on
Deerfield Island Park!?
The research team collected blood, nasal and oral samples, along with swabs from the
digestive, reproductive and urinary tract openings. The samples were taken from 91
tortoises and analyzed for the presence of infectious diseases.
Results revealed that 42.9% of the tortoises tested did have antibodies to an infectious
bacterium that causes upper respiratory tract disease, and 13.2% had other forms of
physical abnormalities. Such examples included limb, eye or shell irregularities , or extra
scutes on the shell itself. This gopher tortoise research article originated with permission
from the Owl Research & Innovation Magazine (Fall, 2021).
FAU’s research publication, Owl Research & Innovation is a very impressive account of
their scientific research. You may make a donation or request to be on their mailing list to
receive their magazine. Send request to dorcommunications@fau.edu.
A worthy investment to support science, students, and research awards. Karin Scarpinato,
Ph.D, Senior Associate Vice President for Research. 561-297-3461. kscarpinato@fau.edu
Submitted by Dr. Merryl Kafka, Ed.D.
Board Member of Friends of Deerfield Island Park
Sept 24, 2021

You can now view the past 2021 newsletters on our website. Click

here

Friends of Deerfield Island Park (FODIP)
Formed in March 2015

We are dedicated to preserving and protecting our unique
green island as a natural habitat for native plants and for the
island’s animal inhabitants. We have been approved by the IRS
as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization for this purpose.
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