Friends of Deerfield
Island Park
December 2021 Newsletter
SAVE THE DATE
Our next meeting: Thursday, December 9 on the island at 10:00
am. Meet at Sullivan Park at 9:30 am Masks are required on the
shuttle.
Please RSVP so we know how many to expect.

From the President
Now that Deerfield Island Park is once again
open, our "Friends" group has an
opportunity to play a valuable role in helping
the Broward County Department of Parks
and Recreation promote this important
"Urban Wilderness" as a special
environmental and educational space. The Parks Department has lots of exciting plans for
the island.
We are looking for new and existing members to join us in becoming an active part of our
organization. There are lots of ways you can help. Become a board member and help in
planning and executing new programs and projects; help our group's administration and
outreach using Constant Contact and our Website; keep our social media presence fresh
and up-to-date; help with our organization's bookkeeping and finances; become an
Ambassador and greet visitors to the island.
Active participation in our group will give you the opportunity to learn about Florida flora
and fauna, ecology, our native Gopher Tortoises, and much more.
It is one small way to that you can be part of helping our community and our planet and
you will find it personally rewarding.
Feel free to contact me for more information.
Hope you all have a Happy Thanksgiving !
Helene Wechterman, President
helenewec@gmail.com

Deerfield Island - a true
"Urban Wilderness"
Lets keep it this way forever

NEWS and EVENTS
THE ISLAND IS OPEN
Saturday November 12 , Veterans Day
weekend, was the opening day of
Deerfield Island Park after a 19 month
closure due to Covid 19. The Parks

department scheduled a guided walk
through the Mangrove trail. Our guide
was Sarah Crawford, a naturalist from
BROWARD County Parks and
Recreation. About 15 people joined the
walk and learned about some of the
Flora and Fauna on the island. Several
members of FoDIP participated.
Highlights included avoiding a
“plethora” of beautiful spiders and their
extraordinary webs, the first walk on
the newly built mangrove boardwalk,
an introduction to the 3 types of
mangrove trees that are so important to healthy Florida habitats, and how to recognize
native from non-native (invasive) plant species. The group was lucky to come upon one
the island’s native Gopher Tortoises that was kind enough to pose for photos.

FLORA and FAUNA
Eastern Indigo
Snake
by Diana R. Lopez

The Eastern Indigo snake plays a critical role in keeping an ecosystem healthy
and balanced. A non-venomous apex predator, it preys upon many species of
animals including frogs, toads, lizards, small birds and mammals as well as
other snakes, including even some that are venomous.
Aptly named, the Eastern Indigo is bluish-black in color and appears iridescent
purple in the light. Its chin, throat and the sides of its head are orange-red in
color. It is the longest native snake in the United States with males commonly
reaching 7-9 feet in length and with females being just slightly smaller. It
produces annual clutches of 6-12 eggs. Even new Indigo hatchlings are long,
measuring 16-24 inches.
Due to habitat loss and fragmentation, Eastern indigos have largely been
eliminated from Northern Florida; consequently, adult indigos may travel a
span of three miles during warmer seasons in search of new habitat and prey;
therefore, large, intact landscapes are essential for species survival. In 1978,
the species was classified as threatened under the US Endangered Species
Act. Once considered absent for 35 years, this apex predator is now making a
marked comeback thanks in large part to the success of captive propagation,
breeding, conservation and reintroduction programs. The successful

reintroduction of the Eastern Indigo in Northern Florida is a significant
milestone for this species.
In cold weather, the Eastern Indigo is dependent upon Gopher Tortoise
burrows for shelter as well as for denning and nesting sites, and in areas of
Northern and Central Florida where its behavior has been closely monitored
and tracked, Indigos have been known to return to the same burrow year after
year.
Regrettably, both gopher tortoises and indigo snakes were considered
collateral damage in the annual targeted killing of eastern diamondback
rattlesnakes, a species that also relies upon gopher tortoise burrows for
shelter. In an effort to smoke out the rattlesnakes and kill them, people
gassed the burrows. However, unlike rattlesnakes, indigo snakes and tortoises
don’t flee a gassed burrow but remain inside and suffocate.
Whenever cold weather approaches, Indigos have been known to retreat and
hibernate in any one of the numerous Gopher Tortoise burrows that may be
present in their range. Indigo snakes have evolved to take advantage of these
burrows by cozying up to the tortoises as temporary roommates during the
coldest times of the year. One might consider them strange bedfellows, but in
this case, the species that are known to sleep together, also thrive together.

You can now view the past 2021 newsletters on our website. Click

here

Friends of Deerfield Island Park (FODIP)

Formed in March 2015
We are dedicated to preserving and protecting our unique
green island as a natural habitat for native plants and for the
island’s animal inhabitants. We have been approved by the IRS
as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization for this purpose.
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