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FoDIP February Calendar
Thursday Feb 10: Member's Meeting & Educational Session ( See details
below).
Sunday, Feb 13: Nature's Canvas Program / FAU elementary students.
Saturday, Sunday, Feb 19-20: FoDIP Participation in Deerfield Beach
Founders Day.

NEWS and EVENTS
FoDip to Participate in Pioneer
Days
Deerfield Beach will be having its Pioneer Days
celebration on February 19-20 at the Beach.
FoDIP will once again set up a booth. Ira will be
heading a committee to help set up, break down,
and greet visitors. We will need volunteers to help
gather items from the island on Friday, set up
early on Saturday, staff the booth for a 3-hour
shift on Saturday and/or Sunday and break down on Sunday.
Please contact Ira via text (631 834-6374) or email (iwechterman@gmail.com) with your
availability. More details to follow.

February Member/Board Meeting
Join us on Thursday, Feb 10 at the Tortoise
Shell Pavilion for a Board Meeting followed by
an educational session led by Merryl Kafka
(10:am - 2:00pm)
Creature Features:
An introduction to some teaching techniques

and overview of the contents of bioboxes containing shells, bones, fossils, shark teeth,
horseshoe crab molts, fish sales, and other specimens that we have access to, including a
variety of bird feathers. Topics will include animal adaptations, and a demonstration of
why we call wetlands "mother nature's sponge".
Bring a bag lunch and drink. Meet at the shuttle dock at 9:45

PLEASE: Space is limited. RSVP required. A reminder will be sent out
on Tuesday Feb 8. Click here to RSVP.

Ambassador Program
Thanks to all the Ambassadors that have
joined the program. Visitors are happy to
talk to us and the feedback has been
wonderful. We have gotten new members,
new interest and significant donations for
the island. If you see a "slot" that has only
one Ambassador signed up, feel free to
add your name. It is always better to have
two for each slot. Also, feel free to bring a friend along to see what we are all about. If
you have not trained, find a convenient slot and join the Ambassador that has signed up
(even if filled). It is always fun. Click here to view the calendar. Contact Fred Kraske to
sign up.
( 610-715-3761).

FLORA and FAUNA

Wetlands Are Not Wastelands
Wetlands, fresh and saltwater marshes, bogs,
swamps, and creeks, are dynamic places,
acting as a link between land, freshwater, and
marine environments. They clean our water, provide essential feeding and
breeding grounds for wildlife, and are some of our most beautiful sites for
outdoor inspiration and recreation. They are also the frontlines for protection
from coastal storms, acting like a bumper for cars, minimizing the damage.
Salt marshes and mangrove habitats serve as vital habitats, providing
ecological services, such as water and air filters; habitats for valuable fish and
invertebrates; export proteins from the shoreline to the coastal waters,
nourishing and supporting the fish industries; and protecting the coastlines
from floods and storms by acting as Mother Nature’s sponge and buffer. The
detritus cycle, with the help of microbes and fungi breaking down organic
material, restores nitrogen, phosphorus, sulfur and iron back into the system
as vital nutrients.
In the US there are about 90,000 miles of coastlines, sorted into 3 basic

categories: rocky coasts, sandy shores, and salt marshes, which turn into
mangrove coastal habitats in the tropical areas.
There are three main kinds of mangrove trees: red, white and black, each
having a very specific zone along the brackish waters in which they inhabit.
Overall there are 80 species of mangrove trees throughout the world in
tropical and subtropical climates.
Mangroves reproduce by releasing seedlings called propagules. It gets waterlogged at one end and then sinks into the muddy bottom to start a new tree.
Around the bases of the trees you may see pneumatophores, which are
vertical roots that come up from the mud to help the plant get oxygen, like a
natural snorkel getting air from above.

Red Mangrove with roots
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Salt marshes and mangrove habitats function as Mother Nature’s nursery
grounds. If we destroy these feeding, breeding and nursery grounds for a
multitude of fish and invertebrates, our seafood industries would be severely
impacted by a decline in productivity.
Several years ago the Friends of Deerfield Island Park planted small patches of
Spartina, also called cord grass, on the Island in conjunction with the Broward
Parks Department and Project ROC (Restore our Coastline).
As stewards of the Deerfield Island Park, you can help us preserve the
integrity of this urban wilderness. Remember…. Coastlines are our lifelines!
Merryl Kafka
Friends of DIP Board Member

Friends of DIP planting Spartina Grass
along the shoreline in conjunction with
the Broward Parks Department and
Project ROC (Restore our Coastline).

You can now view the past 2021,2022 newsletters on our website.

Click here

Friends of Deerfield Island Park (FODIP)

Formed in March 2015
We are dedicated to preserving and protecting our unique
green island as a natural habitat for native plants and for the
island’s animal inhabitants. We have been approved by the IRS
as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization for this purpose.
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