Friends of
Deerfield Island
Park
2022 April Newsletter
FoDIP April Calendar
Gopher Tortoise Day on Deerfield Island Park - Sunday April 3
FoDIP Member/Board Meeting - Thursday, April 7 10:00 AM on the Island
(Change from normal 2nd Thursday of the month)

From the President
March was a busy and unusual month. High winds and
rain caused several shutdowns of the island. A few
planned visits were unfortunately cancelled including
family visits during the Kiwanis Family Fun Day, a school
project in coordination with the Henderson School at FAU,
and an Ambassador training session. Well, you know the saying: " March comes
in like a lion......." It certainly did. We hope it "goes out like a lamb".
On a positive note, I would like to send out a thank-you to Scott Walker, CPA
of Walker, Ostrowski, Williams for filing our 2021 Corporate Tax return, again,
at no cost to us. We appreciate it.
Also, the kayak launch pad that we donated to the Island has finally been
installed and is being used.
And the most exciting news is that a new full-time Natural Resource Control
Worker, Steve Gildert, has been hired for Deerfield Island. He will be working
on clearing out invasive plants and removing stumps and debris from the new
Butterfly Garden area, so work can begin on installing the pathways. Steve has
been instrumental in creating a butterfly garden at another park (TY Park in
Hollywood) and is an enthusiastic naturalist himself. Great News for the Island.
!!!!!!
We still have lots going on, and the number of visitors continues to build each
weekend. Ambassadors make a difference to the enjoyment of visitors...... and
visitors make a difference to the enjoyment of Ambassadors. It is a win-win for
all. Please continue to sign up for a volunteer slot. It is always fun. The
calendar can be viewed at Ambassador Calendar
I will be on the island on Saturday, March 19 at 10:00 for an informal

Ambassador training session. Feel free to join me. (no RSVP necessary).
Helene Wechterman
To sign up for an open slot, contact Fred Kraske :
text: 610-716-3761 or email at fred.kraske@gmail.com

A family vacation included a trip to Deerfield Island Park. This family with members
scattered throughout Canada and the Northwest US is seen here posing on "Tony".

Salt Marsh Habitat Renewal
Three years ago FODIP joined with YEA (Youth Environmental Alliance) to
remove invasive species and plant sea grasses in an attempt to create an
experimental saltwater marsh on Deerfield Island. The marsh area is important
as habitat for small fish, crustaceans, and other marine life. The sea grass
planting was successful and new mangroves took root in the experimental salt
marsh. Broward County has lost natural salt marshes to development, concrete
bulkheads and boat ramps. This was an effort to restore some of what has
been lost.
Over the years since the salt marsh was created, lots of non-native plants
have invaded the area.

The clean-up

Invasives removed

On Friday, March 11, FoDIP volunteers and Broward Parks staff members got
together to remove the invasives from the salt marsh area. They removed
Maho, Brazilian Pepper, and Australian Pine. Lots of coconuts were loaded into
garbage bags for removal on the shuttle.
Participants were Park Employees, Mike, Naveen, Carlos, Elena and FoDIP
members Nancy, Beverly, Karen, Diana and Ira. Great job, all !!!!

NEWS and EVENTS

Sunday, April 3, FoDIP and the Department of Parks will celebrate an early
Gopher Tortoise Day at Deerfield Island Park. We will have fun educational
materials for Kids and Adults. FoDIP's long-time friend, Kathryn Hendrickson,
will be helping to plan activities. Contact her at kjhendrickson20@gmail.com if
interested in volunteering.

FLORA and FAUNA
GOPHER TORTOISES
Turtle-like creatures predate the
dinosaur. The gopher tortoise may go back

2 million years while sea turtles date back
144 million years. One of the reasons
gopher tortoises have been able to exist for
so long is their ability to burrow. Escaping
from predators and hiding from extremes in
weather into a protective burrow has been
their greatest asset for longevity.
The gopher tortoise is known as a “keystone
species” because its burrow provides shelter for many other animals, such as
snakes and small rodents, that might not survive otherwise. It provides shelter
and nesting areas for perhaps, 350 other species that do not have the ability
to dig their own shelter. The gopher tortoise provides sustainability to its
community.
Gopher tortoises are found throughout the southern United States. They
generally inhabit “scrub”, an area of low evergreens and oaks with a sandy soil
and coastal dunes. Low flatlands and wet areas with saw palmetto are also
favored habitats.
They take a long time to mature. In Florida, it takes 10-25 years. A mature
female will lay a “clutch” of eggs, maybe 3-6 in the spring, that takes 80-90
days to incubate. The temperature of the sand where the eggs are laid will
determine if the hatchlings are male or female. (Warmer sand produce more
females.)
They are “herbivores”, feasting on leaves, stems and fruits of flowers and
grasses, even cacti. They can live up to 60 years in the wild, and can weigh up
to 30 pounds. They can get sick, suffer from respiratory diseases, which (like
in humans) can cause wheezing, runny noses and swollen eyelids.
Unlike sea turtles, gopher tortoises are land animals and cannot swim. The
gopher tortoises found on Deerfield Island Park live out their lives on the
Island because they cannot leave. It is believed that over 35 tortoises make
their home on Deerfield Island.
In 1983, Deerfield Island Park was designated an official Gopher Tortoise
Refuge and recertified in 2012. The conservation status of gopher tortoises is
"Vulnerable" and considered "Threatened".
As you walk around the Island, look for half-moon shaped entrances that are
not very wide, just big enough for a tortoise to turn around in. If a tortoise is
in residence, the entrance will be sandy and clean of debris. . The length of
the burrow can be anywhere from 6-40 feet and will gently slope downward. A
tortoise may leave a burrow and create another one somewhere else. An
empty burrow may be taken over by other small animals such as owls, foxes,
or armadillos. In that case, the opening will be larger, more rounded and not
as clean.
You may also see cameras at the entrances to burrows known to be inhabited.
They belong to a team from NSU (Nova Southeastern University) that is part of
the Gopher Tortoise Alliance and is currently monitoring the tortoises.

You can now view the past 2021,2022 newsletters on our website.

Click here

Friends of Deerfield Island Park (FODIP)

Formed in March 2015
We are dedicated to preserving and protecting our unique
green island as a natural habitat for native plants and for the
island’s animal inhabitants. We have been approved by the IRS
as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization for this purpose.
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