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FoDIP Member/Board Meeting - Thursday, May 12 10:00 AM
on the Island.
Board Members: Please RSVP to Helene

News and Events

One of the Banners we purchased
flying at the shuttle dock at Sullivan
Park

Ira trying out the kayak launch
system that we purchased.. It works
!!!!

Musings From the
Ambassador Kiosk

Ambassadors meet lots of people and families while on duty at our kiosk. You never know
what you or a visitor may come across.

We have witnessed a couple renewing their vows on the island.
We have had a young boy excitedly come up to us to tell us that he saw a dead dog off
the trail.
We were shown a cleaned and bleached skeleton of some island critter (perhaps an
iguana) that we collected and saved for identification and addition to our bio boxes.
We have been treated to photographs from visitors of birds that we rarely see on the
island.
We have met families and visitors from lots of different places.
We have met 2 young girls who excitedly told us that they found a fairy door in the base
of a tree that we forgot was still there. ( A new project: adding more fairy doors made by
school groups.?)
We have spoken to a young boy who told us more about the spiders on the island than
we thought we knew.
We have taken many photos of families perched on Tony as a reminder of their visit.
But most of all, we have been thanked by so many visitors for what we do in helping the
parks department keep this a special place.

To sign up for an open slot, contact Fred Kraske :
text: 610-716-3761 or email at fred.kraske@gmail.com

FLORA and FAUNA

There’s No Such Thing as a
Seagull!
by Diana R. Lopez

There is no such thing as a seagull. This is a misnomer as they are all simply
gulls and they are found on every continent, including Antarctica. They are the most
prolific and widespread family of birds in the world. Gulls are seabirds that all belong
to the family Laridae. There are many different kinds of gulls such as Laughing
Gulls, Ringed Bill Gulls, Herring Gulls, Lesser Black-backed Gulls and Great
Black-backed Gulls, and they can be seen all along Florida’s coastlines, flying over
the surf and coastal beaches in search of fish, crustaceans, insects, small
mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians. In addition, they are scavengers and
opportunistic and can be found anywhere that there is a readily available food
source. This includes such places as dump sites, picnic areas, parking lots and
sports stadiums, including almost anywhere that people with food in hand tend to
congregate. They can be aggressive and boisterous and are well known to be fast
food junkies with a voracious but unhealthy appetite for french fries. It should come
as no surprise to anyone that the strength of a gull’s bite is in direct proportion to its
body size. Their breeding season generally occurs in March and April with eggs
being laid in May. Breeding pairs mate for life and urban gulls tend to return to the
same nest site every year. Clutch sizes vary anywhere from 1-6 eggs depending
upon the type and size of gull. Generally speaking, the larger the gull, the smaller its
clutch size.

The Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) is
easily identified by its dark, black head and its
distinctive calls that sound like it is laughing.
These gulls have an approximate length from tail
tip to bill tip of 15-18 inches, weigh from 7-13
ounces and have a wingspan of 36-47 inches.

The Ring Billed Gull (Larus
delawarensis) is a large, light gray gull
that sports a yellow bill with a distinctive
black ring around the bill tip. These
easily identifiable gulls have an
approximate length of 16-21 inches,
weigh anywhere from 10-24 ounces and
have a wingspan of 41-46 inches.
 The Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) is
a large, light gray gull with pink colored
legs. In stark contrast to most other gull
species, it has an approximate length of
22-26 inches, weighs from 28-44
ounces and has an impressive wingspan
of 53-57 inches.

The Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus
fuscus) is seen along the Florida
coastlines only during the nonbreeding
season. It is a large gull with a white
head and long, moderately contrasted
slate gray upper wings with black
wingtips. The adult has yellow legs and
sports a red spot on its bill. Its
approximate length is 20-25 inches,
weighs from 19-35 ounces and has a
wingspan of 53-59 inches.
The Great Black-backed Gull (Larus
marinus) is the largest member of the
gull family, and like its cousin, the
Lesser Black-backed Gull, is seen along
the Florida coastline only during the
nonbreeding season. Its head, neck and
underparts are white, its wings and back
are dark gray, its legs are pink and its
bill, yellow. Its approximate length is 2531 inches, it can weigh as much as 5
pounds and has a wingspan stretching
from 5 to 5 ½ feet. Now that’s one big
gull!

You can now view the past 2021,2022 newsletters on our website.

Click here

Friends of Deerfield Island Park (FODIP)

Formed in March 2015
We are dedicated to preserving and protecting our unique
green island as a natural habitat for native plants and for the
island’s animal inhabitants. We have been approved by the IRS
as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization for this purpose.

Website

About Us

Contact Us

Why Friends?



News & Events

Photos

